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seph Coppola, a retired-school 
teacher and a resident of Longview 
Terrace.

rCoppola recalled farmers and 
gardeners irrigating their crops 
with the discolored water flowing 
from what was then the Vanan ! 
property. Major episodes of discol
oration stopped in 1973 when the 
state‘required'Vanan to build an

BEVERLY - Elevated levels of 
an,industrial solvent found irf-a 
brook have prompted the city con
servation commission to ask local 
health officials to assess public risk- 

, - “The veiy elevated level of [the;
solvent] is of concern, particularlv araro , , ...
because the brook is in the 2 , reqifed Vanan to b^<

|-pf two schools,” said David Lang J waste treatment facihty. 
chairman ofthe conservation ram- ' St6Ven Connolly, a Pr°Perty 

’ mission. “I have' suggested w^et TT D?r former Varian 
the Board of HealthtoVolved.” , S® *** mvolved m ^boh

. - William Burke, director of pub- ^lth,the companyregarding poUu- 
lic health in Beverly, said yesterday prtmded s*veral docu,-

I "that he did not have enough infor-, te to ™aTOt“m commis-. 
mation to comment.'’, ' *’ , 1 ®10n> ?ne of which had culled num-

' Between 1950 and 1973, Vanan ber® frc™ 32-pound analysis. 
Associates owned'a business at 160 -A - J mdl®tes a br°ok several hun- 
Sohier Road and dumped' tens of , jfeet d?wn8to«am from the old 
thousands" of gallons of solvents ' I?™?1®*1 at 150 parts I*51- bil
used in the production,'of electron - ?[ ^“loroethylene several,
tubes onto land’.that drained into ™on . a&°- 7116 solvent breaks, 
two brooks. One of the brooks flows doWn in environment into other: 
past the Shore Country Day School compounds’one of wbich w the car- ; 
and Beverly High School. ‘ an°gen vinyl chloride. .

Vanan ceased dumping the sol-' PauI Locke> a risk assessor for 
, ventsin 1973, andhas since sold the ^ ®tate 9epartment of Environ- 

business and hired’lT Corp. of Nor- me"tal protection, said the concen- 
I wood to determine''the extent of the trotion “is reason for further study, 

pollution an^ start extracting the * but ^ not a cause for great con- 
solvents from the ground. cern.”

Spencer Sias, a spokesman for Historically, Varian has attrib- ,
‘ ‘ uted the source of the pollution Wl-

. Inc., said, “We are certain that the - , —, ——6i,cu U1C(, 
1 public is absolutely not at risk, and conservation commission quote for-? 
-that the'deanup is proceeding.” - nier employees in affidavits de-

l 1‘' pi May, an analysis of the envi- scribing how they systematically 
rmnnemtal-dkmage that took nine s dumped solvents down the dram - 
years-to' compile was sent to Bev- ‘ and into brooks - for more than two 
.erly.officials'and the state'Depart- decades. , f
men| of"Environmentai Protection. \ “Such descriptions might be ap- „■

'It isjnot easy reading; the paper-,, palling to read now, but the truth is 
woritfiUs 93'books and an addition- that this kind' of disposal was qmte 
4.?^“ foe cabnfofo at the public li- ,. .^common ,40„years .ago,” said Ste-f 

^ brary. Just the paper alone weighs phen Roberson, a state environ- 
; some 32 pounds, according to citi- mental analyst familiar with the
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